
Today, the auction clock system is an obvious 

way to trade fresh goods. Price-making on the 

auction clock is the best way to determine the 

value of products according to the ancient 

principle of supply and demand. 

The functioning of the objective, transparent 

‘Dutch auction’ is actually quite simple. Buyers 

follow the evolution of the price on a halo 

with 100 glowing lights. This halo shows a 

starting price and then turns in a system of 
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From glass clock to KOSMOS digital trading pla�orm

Dutch auction, to a lower price. The buyer 

who first presses his or her button, closes the 

transaction. Products like flowers, vegetables, 

fruit and fish are traded extremely quickly and 

efficiently, which is essential for the sale of 

fresh products.  

In 1985, Aucxis started with the development 

of innovative auction technology.

KOSMOS

1985: AUCXISFIRST AUCTION CLOCK



ORIGIN OF THE CLOCK EVOLUTION AND FUTURE OF THE
CLOCK SALE

Until the beginning of 1900, the auctioneer and 

buyer applied the „shout auction“. This was a time-

consuming way of trading, which was not always fair 

and transparent. 

As an alternative, the Dutch inventor Van der Hoorn 

invented an electrical trading device, which was 

equipped with a clock with pointer, which could be 

stopped by pressing a button. 

Shortly thereafter, Mr. Wouda built a device with - in 

the middle of the dial - the possibility to illuminate 

the lights. Consequently, the number of the buyer 

who first pressed his button, was shown. 

Both inventors joined forces and in 1911, they started 

working together under the name “Van der Hoorn & 

Wouda”. A fair sales system which works efficiently 

and avoids misunderstandings, was born. 

Over recent decades, Aucxis introduced numerous 

innovative applications, for example mobile auction 

systems, remote buying, mediation and Multi-

Trade,...

Also our most recent realisation – KOSMOS, the 

digital trading platform in the cloud – fully meets the 

needs of a modern auction. However, at the same 

time, the heart of the online clock works on the same 

principle as the trading clock of the years 1900. 

With KOSMOS, we also offer an answer to the 

current Covid-19 crisis situation in which remote 

buying plays an even more important role. 
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Projected clock,
Veiling Der Kempen, Belgium

Mono-colour LED clock, integrated buyer electronics, 
network for simultaneous auc�on, Belgische Fruitveiling

PC-based auc�on room,
Visafslag Den Helder, 
the Netherlands

Mul�-colour LED wall,
Veiling Rhein-Maas, Germany

KOSMOS,
Cloud-based trading pla�orm

Remote buying,
Gasa Odense, Denmark

Mobile auc�on clock, 
Moby-Clock,
Zeebrugse Visveiling, 
Belgium



Aucxis launches KOSMOS, 

a revolutionary digital 

trading platform in the 

Cloud. In 2020, 8 KOSMOS 

platforms are already 

active in the fishing, fruit 

and coffee industry for 

customers from 6 different 

countries.  

95% of the customers are 

happy that they no longer 

have to worry about the 

sale and logistics with the 

constantly evolving 

KOSMOS platform of 

Aucxis.

FROM ONE-MAN BUSINESS TO AUCXIS: 
WORLD MARKET LEADER AND EXPERT 
IN E-TRADE AND RFID SOLUTIONS
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The auction clock in our entrance hall is a unique 

glass specimen of the above-mentioned “Van der 

Hoorn & Wouda”. From 1912 to approximately 1920, 

the clock fronts were made of glass. Due to the high 

price, they switched over to . wooden clock fronts

Glass clocks are very unique because nowhere in the 

world they were ever rebuilt. 

Aucxis introduces very 

competing innovative 

auction technology, based 

on the first Personal 

Computers, projectors and 

introduction of LED  

technology instead of old 

bike lights.

Scoops: mobile auction 

systems (Moby-Clock with 

RF buy buttons), first 

remote buying system 

(Gasa Odense, Denmark), 

syncrator which fairly 

attributes on a hundredth 

of a clock step.

Aucxis has a strong 

shareholder structure, 

which creates - by bringing 

in vision and sector 

knowledge - an excessive 

continuity and stability.

Because of the geographic 

and sector expansion and 

product diversification, 

Aucxis becomes a world 

market leader of E-Trade 

systems for perishable 

products.

Creation of the RFID 

business unit which should 

- in addition to the sale -  

guarantee a far-reaching 

optimisation of the 

logistical processes; also 

outside the auction 

industry. 

Aucxis was awarded the 

prestigious „Export Lion“ 

of ”Flanders Investment & 

Trade” for its quality 

image and international 

market approach.

GLASS AUCTION CLOCK IN
THE AUCXIS ENTRANCE HALL
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